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As the owner of Grant Gilvesy Design and In Bloom Designscapes, he’s brought his distinctive 
vision  to some of the area’s most prestigious properties. He’s also called the neighbourhood home 
for almost a  decade. When a stately three-storey home on his favourite street came on the market 
it was an  opportunity he didn’t want to miss.     Continued on page 24

GRANT GILVESY KNOWS A THING OR TWO ABOUT RENOVATING 
HOMES IN LONDON’S OLD NORTH NEIGHBOURHOOD.

A top-to-bottom makeover inside 
and out magnifies the stately grace 
and beauty of one of Old North’s 
original homes. OPPOSITE: Standout 
wallpaper and fresh Cloud White trim 
(painted by H.H. Phinnemore & Sons) 
mix easily with traditional pieces and 
accessories in the entryway.  
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“I love a formal dining room,” Grant explains. He also 

loves texture, colour and pattern. All are used to full effect 
throughout the home. 

In the dining room, the addition of wood panelling (S.R. 
Dawson Fine Carpentry & Woodworking), crown 
moulding (North Pole Trim & Supplies Ltd.), striped metallic 
wallpaper (Cole & Son) and dramatic black and gold Marcel 
Boussac linen-weave drapes (fabric from Pierre Frey Paris and 
custom-made by Barb’s Interiors) create an atmosphere that is 
at once traditional and thoroughly modern. 

The bold approach continues in the hallway, which features 
an almost tropical theme thanks to wallpaper from Pierre 
Frey with trim painted in contrasting Benjamin Moore Cloud 
White. “I looked at a lot of different wall coverings,” says Grant, 
who selected a print that picks up the colours of the home’s 
stained-glass windows.

Built in 1890, the 2,800 sq. ft. home was 
the original farmhouse to the area. It had 
great bones, but hadn’t been updated 
since the early 1990s. “It needed some 
love,” Grant says. 

He took possession in May 2019 
and, with the help of Fisher Design 
& Drafting Services and Green 
Door Construction, began a complete 
restoration of the property. The project 
brought the home firmly into the 21st 
century while maintaining original 
features such as stained-glass windows, 
mouldings and parts of the layout. 

Unfortunately, the home’s original 
wooden floors were beyond repair. They 
were replaced throughout with stained red 
oak from RG Gibson & Sons Ltd.

Avoiding the temptation to create 
a completely open-concept floorplan, 
Grant changed the front door (Synergy 
Windows & Doors) and eliminated the 
small front vestibule but retained the front 
parlour and dining room. 

“I LOVE A FORMAL 
DINING ROOM.”
– Grant Gilvesy

ABOVE & BOTTOM RIGHT: High ceilings and generous 
dimensions in the dining room accommodate ornate furniture 
and fixtures as well as pleasing pattern clashing in drapes, the 
rug and wallpaper. OPPOSITE, TOP LEFT: Elegant detailing 
continues in the main-floor powder room. TOP RIGHT & 
BOTTOM: The intimate parlour at the front of the house 
offers sink-in comfort. The room is open yet formal, thanks to 
the pillared archway that divides it from the centre hall. 

Before

Continued on page 27
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While the front of the house retains its 
century charm, the back was gutted and 
reconfigured to create a generous kitchen and 
great room. “I wanted the space to be modern 
but still feel like it was part of the original 
farmhouse,” Grant notes. 

In the kitchen, B|A Custom Cabinets 
& Millwork designed and built stained 
maple cabinets in a sleek, Craftsman-like 
style. In keeping with the heritage farmhouse 
aesthetic, appliances are hidden with the 
exception of the Fisher & Paykel gas range 
(Goemans Appliances). White quartz 
countertops from Sloan Stone Design 
provide a contemporary contrast, while a 
large, newly created window from Golden 
Windows Ltd. brings in additional 
natural light. 

The adjacent family room is warm and 
cosy thanks to a gas fireplace (Guildwood 
Lighting & Fireside), custom-built 
bookshelves (B|A Custom Cabinets & 
Millwork), and grasscloth wall covering  
from Kravet Canada Inc. 

“I WANTED THE SPACE TO BE 
MODERN BUT STILL FEEL LIKE 
IT WAS PART OF THE ORIGINAL 
FARMHOUSE.” – Grant Gilvesy

Before Before

Continued on page 28

Life at the back of the 
house is casual, with a 
new kitchen opening 
to a great room and 
french door access to 
the pool and patio. 
OPPOSITE, TOP: 
Stained maple built-ins 
and bar, grasscloth wall 
covering and a black 
fireplace contribute 
to laid-back elegance. 
A flat-screen TV hides 
behind colourful art 
over the fireplace. 
BOTTOM: Integrated 
kitchen appliances and 
a pop of clean quartz 
keep the kitchen sleek 
and spare. 

ourhomes   S U M M E R  2 0 2 0   |  2726  |  ourhomes   S U M M E R  2 0 2 0

home & renovator



Upstairs, the original five-bedroom, 
one-bathroom layout was reconfigured to 
meet the needs of modern life. Today, the floor 
features two generous bedrooms with built-in 
closets, a full bathroom, a walk-in laundry 
room and a master suite that spans the entire 
rear of the house. 

The serene retreat features floor-to-ceiling 
closets in walnut and an elegant island, both 
by B|A Custom Cabinets & Millwork. The 
adjoining master bathroom provides a striking 
visual contrast thanks to charcoal and Renoir 
White tiles from London Great Floors. 
“They look like marble but are much less 
expensive, and they are a practical choice for a 
bathroom,” Grant notes. 

A freestanding bathtub and walk-in 
shower from London Bath Centre, with 
glass and mirrors by Glass Canada, complete 
the stunning oasis. 

“THEY LOOK LIKE MARBLE 
BUT ARE MUCH LESS 
EXPENSIVE, AND  THEY 
ARE A PRACTICAL CHOICE 
FOR A BATHROOM.”
– Grant Gilvesy

Continued on page 30

TOP: Original stained-glass windows in the landing, 
revived by painted white trim, inspired Grant’s choice 
of colourful wallpaper. RIGHT: The master suite opens 
with a dressing area detailed with floor-to-ceiling 
closets and a handy island with storage drawers. 
OPPOSITE, TOP: Beside the dressing area, the 
bedroom now features french doors with a Juliet-style 
balcony and digitally-programmed Hunter Douglas 
PowerView window shades. BOTTOM LEFT & RIGHT: 
Tiles with charcoal and white marbling add modern 
flair to the floor and walls of the master bathroom. 
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The newly-renovated 
third floor is home to two 
additional guest rooms, a 
coffee nook and Grant’s 
home office. “I’ve always 
worked from home, and 
I really enjoy being able 
to separate my work and 
living space,” Grant says. 

Before

Welcoming guest bedrooms 
on the home’s second floor are 
finished with custom window 
coverings and bedding. The 
rooms share a fresh new 
bathroom. Interior doors and 
hardware here and elsewhere 
are by North Pole Trim & 
Supplies Ltd.

Continued on page 32
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Outside, S.R. Dawson Fine Carpentry & Woodworking restored 
the spacious front porch, and in both front and back yards Grant used 
his landscape expertise to create outdoor spaces that are both elegant 
and low-maintenance. An exposed aggregate driveway by Thames 
Valley Decorative Concrete Inc. leads to a newly-constructed 
double garage at the rear of the backyard. “I wanted it to look like an 
authentic coach house,” says Grant of the practical addition, which is 
finished in cedar shingles. 

With the renovation complete, Grant says he is planning to stay 
put for the foreseeable future. “This was a passion project,” he says. 
“I don’t feel like I’ve ever lived anywhere else. These old homes are so 
well built. They have character. They have soul. You just don’t get that 
when you buy something new.”  OH

LEFT & BELOW: Outside, 
there is classic comfort 
on the restored front 
porch or sun and fun in 
the new backyard by In 
Bloom Designscapes. 
RIGHT: Grant located a 
smart coach-house style 
garage at the very back of 
the property.

New
Hunter Douglas Gallery  
in London

At Custom Shades of London 
we pride ourselves in working  
with you every step of the way 
to find you the perfect window 
treatments for your home.

Lean on our experts for design 
direction, product knowledge  
and seamless installation.

 Friendly Service

 Professional Installation

 Quality Window Coverings

London’s Only  
Hunter Douglas Gallery Dealer 
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Quartz & Granite Countertops
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Visit our  
showroom today!
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