
TOP LEFT The living room’s big bay 
window was preserved and softened 
with striped silk and velvet curtains. 
These highlight the room’s eclectic 
look that combines the traditional  
feel of an antique Persian carpet and 
sofas that echo the clean lines of 

midcentury modern furniture. “I like 
to mix things and don’t want it to look 
like a showroom,” explains Gilvesy. 
TOP RIGHT The dining space’s deep 
tones of royal blue were inspired by 
one of Gilvesy’s vases, but the curtains 
define the room’s character. They 

are made from fabric imported from 
Pierre Frey Fabric House in Paris, 
France. LEFT The master bedroom’s 
walls are a soothing aubergine and 
two window seats lend it an air of 
days gone by.

MIDDLE The upstairs bathroom  
serves all three bedrooms and so  
must be neither masculine nor  
feminine, according to Gilvesy, so he 
chose this gender-neutral wall paper 
and neutral tones of grey and putty 
for the room’s finishings. 

RIGHT This guest room offers a bright 
yet relaxed ambiance, with French 
toile fabrics used in the bedspread 
and window seat covering.

Continued on page 76

G  rant Gilvesy has spent 
many years transforming 
other people’s houses  
into homes. But a recent  
project by the owner  

of Grant Gilvesy Designs and  
In Bloom Designscapes allowed 
him to put his skills and talents to 
personal use. 
 “I actually bought this home to do 
for myself,” he said. “I did it with 
the intent that I’d be staying here 
– I wanted to make this my dream 
home. The bulk of the work was 
done in about eight months. But the 
finishing touches – the decorating – 
took about three years in total.” 
 The home, a 1,700-square foot 
Cape Cod-style, is situated on a 
double lot in the Old North section 
of London. Everything was stripped 

back and redone, but as the house 
is situated in London’s oldest neigh-
bourhood, Gilvesy wanted to ensure 
that it retained the flavour of the 
area, whilst hearkening back to its 
original style.  
 “I kept everything period appro-
priate,” he said. “I wouldn’t say the 
home is traditional but I kept the 
period in mind with the renovations 
and design.” 
 Gilvesy said the project came to 
him, rather than searching it out.  
“I had done renovations previously 
on the street – an Ontario cottage,” 
he said. “The owner of this home 
contacted (me). He had walked by 
the cottage and saw the work I did. 
The home had been in his family 
for two or three generations and he 
wanted the next person to own his 

Labour of Love
RenovatoR 

cReates his own 
dReam home

By Jay Menard

ToP  A plethora of Shaker-style cabinets, 
in a soft oyster tone, provide ample storage 

in the kitchen. They are complemented by the 
slightly darker hues of the quartz countertop 

and subway tile backsplash. All come together 
to provide a clean, homey place to enjoy good
 food and good friends. above righT Gilvesy 

gave the home’s exterior a complete face 
lift, with new windows that are in line with 

the age of the home with muntin bars, new 
doors, new cedar siding, a metal roof and a 
new garage door. The landscaping was also 

completely overhauled and updated.

homestyle
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home to do right by it.” 
 The home was in bad need of  
restoration, Gilvesy said, though he 
didn’t change anything architecturally 
except for returning the front door 
size to its initial dimensions.  
“Basically everything had to be 
done,” he said. “The stonework on 
the front was the only thing I left.” 
 Gilvesy explained that as this was 
a labour of love – and a potential 
long-term home for him – he was 
freed from traditional concerns about 
budget. Plus, having two companies 
that specialize in this type of work  
allowed him to create a cohesive 
design, inside and out. “For me, it 
was kind of a dream home. I wanted 
everything done 100 per cent.” 
 However, he said for anyone  
interested in buying an older home 
and restoring it to its former glory, 
it’s not something that people should 
jump into without considering the 
potential ramifications. 
 “I think the biggest challenge is that 
you’re working with something old,” 
he said. “There are so many elements 
that come into play when you want to 
restore to the original state – and the 
biggest is the budget.” 
 Though described as a dream 
home, the fact is that dreams change. 
And Gilvesy admitted that his mind 
may already be wandering. 
 “Would I sell it? Well everything has 
a price if it’s large enough,” he added, 
laughing. “I’m getting the itch to 
move onto the next project.” n

labour of love
Continued from page 75 

FOR MORE INFORMATION

ABOVE The downstairs powder room remains in its 

former footprint but was completely gutted with new 

flooring, fixtures and countertop. 
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Grant brings together quality fittings and  

furnishings, both modern and vintage,  

to create a cohesive design inside and out.
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